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22nd February 1989

Mr.A.K. Haines,
Sales Director,

P.0. Box 171
TIN CAN BAY Qld 4580

Dear Sir,

Reference is made to your letter of 20th Ja,.uary 1989 requesting
our assessmeént of the hesalth hazards of your product SOKERCL,

The sample provided was forwarded to the Government Chemical
Laboratory Eor particle sizing. A copy of that report is enclosed.

That repoct together with the varicus informatien you provided has

been used to formulate the following comments. Of importance is the
Einding that less than 5% of the product is inspirable and less then
17 is respirable, le, able to be inhaled into the smallest airways

of the lungs. In general terms, the lower the likelihood of inhalatien
‘of Inspirable and respirable dusts, the lower 1s the potential for
adverse health effects.

As outlined by you the product ls waste milled wood fibre and there

are no chemical additives. Waste milled wood £ibre can best be described
as & soft wood product and as outlined in the enclosed report, the
cecomended occupational exposure standard for soft wood dust is Seg/m’
measured on a time-weighted basis. In other words, provided airboroe
exposure is kept below m' on a time-weighted occupational basis,
no-parkticular health problems would be envisaged.

However, it is well known that many wood dusts can induce allergic
reactions of the skin and respiratocy teact (rhinitis and asthma).
Also, some hard woods have heen incriminated in the development of
cancers of the upper respiratory tract in furniture builders. Thus,
while pine wood dust is not pacticularly recognlzed for inducing
allergic effects, and 1 am not aware of any asscciation with the
development of cancer, it is not lmpossible that it may be associated









